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 Students and faculty criticized Uni-
versity administration for a new rule re-
stricting camping on campus and ques-
tioned the motivation at a time when 
camping is a prime symbol of the Oc-
cupy movement at a faculty council 
meeting Monday. 
University spokesman Gary Suss-
wein said the amendment to the Hand-
book of Operating Procedures took ef-
fect Jan. 11. The Office of Legal Affairs 
drafted the amendment. President Wil-
liam Powers Jr. then reviewed it and sub-
mitted it to the University of Texas Sys-
tem, where it was approved by the exec-
utive vice chancellor for Academic Af-
fairs, Susswein said. 
The amendment defines camping on 
campus as the attempt to establish tem-
porary or permanent living quarters 
outside University housing, sleeping out-
doors between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. and 
setting up a sleeping area at anytime with 
tents and other “sleeping equipment.” 
People may not camp on campus except 
in cases of sports tailgating, performanc-
es authorized by the University and nat-
ural disaster situations. 
Patricia Ohlendorf, vice president for 
Legal Affairs, said the amendment is not 
a response to Occupy UT protest con-
cerns, but is supposed to clarify rules al-
ready enforced by the University.
Powers said the administration will 
help students interested in protesting. 
“If it’s the symbolic act of put-
ting up tents we can work with that,” 
Powers said. 
Powers  said  the  amend-
ment is important to reiterate the 
University’s position.
“I don’t think we want people for long 
periods of time camping on campus,” 
Powers said. 
The Occupy UT movement has pro-
tested against several grievances, in-
cluding proposed tuition increases, 
but it has not used camping as a form 
of protest. Assistant English Profes-
sor Snehal Shingavi said the amend-
ment seems like a response targeting the 
 Editor’s note: This is the first in a three 
part series about how immigration 
law impacts higher education and the 
UT System. 
For the first time in three years, 
Raul Zamora’s name does not appear 
on any upcoming immigration court 
dockets. The urban studies senior was 
detained as an undocumented immi-
grant in November 2009 and is one of 
thousands of undocumented immi-
grants to avoid deportation as a result 
of new deportation guidelines from the 
Obama administration.   
“It doesn’t mean that I’m safe,” 
Zamora, who was subsequent-
ly denied work authorization af-
ter his case closed, said. “I’m still in 
legal limbo.”
This past December, Zamo-
ra’s deportation case was closed 
by the U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement department 
due to a series of new deportation 
guidelines issued by the Obama 
administration. The new guidelines 
encourage prosecutorial discretion, 
 By this summer, downtown Aus-
tin will have a new place for tour-
ists, musicians and students to stay on 
the cheap.
Firehouse Hostel co-founders Kent 
Roth and Collin Ballard, both Austin 
natives, said renovations will begin in 
about a month to convert office build-
ing Firehouse No. 1, located on Bra-
zos and Sixth streets, into a hostel. Roth 
said the hostel will include eight bunk 
rooms, two European style rooms that 
share bathrooms and two suites with a 
private bath.
Roth and Ballard said they plan to 
incorporate artwork by Austin artists 
in the rooms and hope to offer musi-
cians travelling to Austin a place to stay, 
especially during annual Austin events 
such as South By Southwest and Aus-
tin City Limits.
“We are shooting to officially open 
the hostel in April or May,” Roth said. 
“We really want to at least have it par-
tially open for South By Southwest so 
we can give musicians a place to stay, 
even it can’t be overnight yet.”
 National dialogue about food 
production and consumption hits 
home with UT students in the new 
Food Studies Project.
The group held a live viewing 
party of the Jan. 21 TEDxManhat-
tan conference, “Changing the Way 
We Eat,” as its first public event of 
the semester. Founder Daniel Her-
on, a Spanish and Portuguese se-
nior, has been involved with food 
advocacy on campus for a while. 
He said the idea for the new stu-
dent-run group came to him during 
a recent road trip with a friend. 
“We had this coming together 
moment and said, ‘Why aren’t we 
discussing food and food subjects 
in our studies?’” Heron said. “‘Why 
isn’t there a program to discover the 
deeper meaning of food?’”
Heron used this idea to help form 
the Food Studies Project, a new or-
ganization of UT students work-
ing to bring people together to dis-
cuss current food issues and share a 
common love of food.
“Austin is a foodie city,” Her-
on said. “Last spring, we launched 
our public campaign to have a 
new institute at UT to bring food 
studies here. It’s been going well 
since then.” 
Heron said the organization is 
putting together an academic advis-
ing committee to reach out to oth-
er students, who can attend weekly 
meetings and get-togethers with lo-
cal restaurant owners.  
“Our main goal is to look at food 
holistically, coming from all per-
spectives,” said Brittany Smith, Food 
Studies Project’s lead editor of pub-
lications. “It’s been a fun process 
watching it grow. The interest is re-
ally kind of snowballing.”
Smith said the Food Studies Proj-
ect aims to address topics like nu-
trition as well as political issues 
and moral questions involving 
food production.  
“We ask, ‘Is the system we have 
bad?’” Smith said. “We’re approach-
ing some of those problems and try-
ing to come up with solutions.”
Heron said the project shares 
common interests with issues dis-
cussed at the TEDxManhattan con-
ference in New York City. The sem-
inar addresses topics such as abus-
es in the poultry industry, impacts 
of a high meat diet on the nation’s 
health and the growing threat of 
antibiotic resistance.  
Heron said he saw the conference 
as a way to link the Project’s inter-
est in food with a growing national 
awareness on these types of issues.  
“Their goal is similar to ours,” 
Heron said. “They want to start 
 Campus bookstores are fight-
ing textbook wars as e-readers, on-
line supplements and digital copies of 
textbooks, increase competition and 
shrink bookstores at UT.
BookHolders has the lowest list-
ed prices for used textbooks for three 
core classes required by UT, according 
to data collected by the Daily Texan on 
four UT bookstores.
Austin Textbooks had the second 
lowest prices, followed by the Univer-
sity Co-op and West Campus Books. 
BookHolders works differently by of-
fering an advantage program that co-
signs customers as sellers of their books. 
The store sells the co-signer’s book to 
other students instead of actually pur-
chasing them, meaning that the listed 
prices could be misleading since the 
lowered prices also reflect money lost 
by students.
From 2000 until 2005 the Univer-
sity Co-op was the only bookstore on 
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Tunesday’s back with reviews on albums 
like Cloud Nothing and Foxy.
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Find out more about the 
world’s largest human 
rights organization at this 
informational meeting for the 
campus community. Meet at 




A panel titled “Milestones in 
Transformation: UT Austin’s 
Course Transformation Program 
in Its First Year” features faculty 
commentary on instructional 
transformation at the university. 
The panel will start at 1 p.m. 
and will be held in ACE 2.302.
In 1946
The United Nations General 
Assembly passed it’s first 
resolution. This first resolution 
created the United Nations 
Atomic Energy Commission “to 
deal with the problems raised 
by the discovery of atomic 
energy” in 1946.
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Ruth Hill discusses the folk 
dimensions of caste and racial 
categories used by colonial 
letrados in late-colonial 
Latin America and the early 
republican United States. The 
talk will be held in BEN 2.104 
from 4-5 p.m.
TODAY Students dismayed over ban on camping
By Liz Farmer
Daily Texan Staff
Shannon Kintner| Daily Texan Staff 
Urban studies senior Raul Zamora is one of many undocumented immigrants affected by new deportation guidelines from U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. These new parameters allow for low-priority deportation cases within the immigration court to be closed.
Technology creates challenges, 





Co-creators introduce  
affordable downtown 
hostel for young adults
By Andrew Messamore
Daily Texan Staff
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For the first half hour, TStv 
has their 2011 Game of 
the Year Awards, including 
categories for multiplayer, 
handheld gaming, best story 
and more.
The second half features live 
gameplay of Elder Scrolls V: 
Skyrim.  Tune in and tweet 
with them live on @VGHL
WATCH  TStv ON 
CHANNEL 15
TENTS continues on PAGE 2
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Occupy movement. 
“I think that it has a political mo-
tivation,” Shingavi said. “It’s been 
presented in a way to intimidate 
students from protests.”
Marketing professor Mark Alp-
ert said there are rational reasons 
to limit camping, such as cam-
pus safety. He said the amend-
ment is not an administrative at-
tempt to limit free speech, but is an 
important clarification to provide 
to students.
“I think this administration is 
trying to encourage students to 
protest,” Alpert said. “A lot of peo-
ple are trying to work to help peo-
ple to disagree with us.” 
Lucian Villaseñor, Mexican-
American studies senior and Oc-
cupy UT member, said it feels 
like the administration is trying 
to squelch Occupy UT. Villase-
ñor said occupying a space at UT 
is still a possibility if membership 
numbers increase.
“The only way to receive any 
change here is to not operate with-
in the system,” Villaseñor said. 
Villaseñor said the administra-
tion should not make exceptions 
for other groups if Occupy UT is 
not allowed to camp out. He said 
administrators approached indi-
vidual Occupy UT members but 
did not attend general meetings 
to discuss the camping issue.
“They’re trying to outline how 
we can have a toothless pro-
test,” Villaseñor said. “May-
be they think we’re a threat to 
the University.”
which classifies cases like Zamo-
ra’s as low priority to the U.S. gov-
ernment and removes them from 
the immigration court dock-
et. ICE director John Morton an-
nounced these guidelines in an in-
ternal memo in June and govern-
ment agencies have been enforcing 
them since. 
ICE plans to review all up-
coming cases due in immigra-
tion court and use the new guide-
lines to prevent clogging immi-
gration court, according to the 
department’s website.
In the memo, Morton advised of-
ficers to close low priority cases and 
focus on high priority deportation 
cases involving illegal immigrants 
with a criminal record. Low pri-
ority cases include those involving 
DREAM act students, students who 
have finished high school, individ-
uals over 65, individuals who were 
very young when they were brought 
to the U.S. and individuals with ties 
to the U.S. military, among others. 
These guidelines do not grant 
undocumented immigrants the 
right to work, even after their de-
portation case has been closed. 
ICE has recently come under fire 
for the guidelines because although 
they close certain cases, they do not 
terminate them. ICE officials can 
choose to reopen them at any time.
Gregory Palmore, ICE Houston 
field office spokesman, said Cen-
tral Texas accounted for 14 per-
cent of the nation’s total depor-
tations in 2010, and the rate has 
remained high.
Denise Gilman, clinical law pro-
fessor and Zamora’s lawyer, said the 
new guidelines are a positive move 
by the Obama administration but 
do not do enough to give closure 
to defendants. 
“All the guidelines say is that cer-
tain individuals in a category will 
not be removed,” Gilman said. “It 
leaves them in a legal limbo where 
they are not allowed to find work 
and integrate.” 
Gilman said the administration 
could go further to address issues 
in the undocumented communi-
ty by expanding the categories of 
people who might have their cases 
closed, terminating the cases, pro-
viding work authorization and en-
couraging officers to follow the 
new guidelines.
House judiciary chairman Lamar 
Smith, R-San Antonio, opposes the 
new guidelines and said they are the 
equivalent to “backdoor amnesty.” 
Smith said according to recent in-
formation by The Associated Press, 
1,600 illegal immigrants have bene-
fited from the pilot program in Bal-
timore and Denver. These immi-
grants will subsequently apply for 
work authorization, he said, affect-
ing American workers. 
“If these results play out in Tex-
as, thousands of illegal immigrants 
will be granted administrative am-
nesty and thousands of Texans will 
find it harder to get jobs,” Smith 
said. “How can the Obama admin-
istration justify granting work au-
thorization to illegal immigrants 
when so many American citizens 
don’t have jobs? Citizens and legal 
immigrants should not be forced 
to compete with illegal workers for 
scarce jobs.”
With his fall 2012 graduation 
looming closer, Zamora said he 
will continue to fight for work au-
thorization. His case will be fea-
tured this Saturday in the Tex-
as Dream Alliance Summit, a clin-
ic offering undocumented stu-
dents free legal advice on their 
individual cases. 
“ICE needs to look at the hu-
man side,” he said. “We’re not 
just numbers, we’re people. All 
we want is an education and to 
make our families proud and 
for future generations to get 
an education.”
The estimated prices for the rooms 
are $30 for bunks and $90 and up for 
the European style rooms and suites, 
Roth said.
The business partners were in-
troduced because they each had 
their own independent plan to make 
a hostel. 
“We had both travelled through 
hostels a lot around the world and 
found them very useful and efficient, 
so we wanted to bring that to other 
people,” Roth said.
Roth and Ballard said they are 
pleased with finding a location in 
downtown Austin for a hostel be-
cause so many young people spend 
time there.
“We were looking at other loca-
tions for the hostel but when the op-
portunity arose downtown we chose 
it,” Roth said. “Downtown is where 
many of our potential customers will 
probably be.” 
Students for Study Abroad Presi-
dent Sara Law said the hostel will help 
foreign exchange students by offering 
a place for their families to stay when 
visiting Austin.
“I think [the hostel] will have more 
of an impact on visitors than it will 
for foreign exchange students to Tex-
as because UT sets up students in 
their own dorms,” Law said. “Perhaps 
when their leases are finished they 
will appreciate the hostel’s affordability 
and convenience.”
Law said she hopes The Firehouse 
Hostel will offer the same experience 
she has heard foreign hostels bring 
to tourists.
“Abroad, [hostels] are considered 
a better way to truly visit and under-
stand the cultural center of that city 
without paying the exorbitant price,” 
Law said.
Architecture senior Brian Ander-
son said he thinks young people will 
take advantage of the location and 
price of the establishment.
“I have stayed in hostels when I trav-
eled and had a really good experience 
for a small amount of money,” Ander-
son said. “It will attract young people, 
especially because it’s downtown.”
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campus. It remains the most popular 
destination for people trying to find 
recently updated books quickly, said 
Spanish junior Jonathan Hernandez.
“Sometimes professors tell us that 
they want the most updated informa-
tion in their books, so we have to buy 
these new editions that only the Co-
op has,” Hernandez said. “Professors 
try to find cheaper editions, but they 
take weeks to come in and you have 
to come here and buy the books since 
you don’t want to fall behind two or 
three chapters.”
When the Co-op isn’t able to stock 
a book, necessity brings students into 
other stores where the needed text 
is available, said economics junior 
Ramses Elserwy.
“Usually the Co-op has everything 
I need, but only Austin Textbooks had 
the new edition that I had to have for 
class,” Elserwy said. “I figure the books 
are always going to be expensive. If 
you need a book, you got to do it.”
The increasing availability of 
books on Amazon and other pro-
viders means that the cheapest deals 
can now be found online, said busi-
ness and pre-pharmacy junior 
Christine Dinh. 
“The Co-op is first because I know 
they’ll have the books I’ll need, but 
then I’ll go online,” Dinh said. “Usu-
ally my friends are willing to sell their 
books for cheap, but I think that Am-
azon has the best prices.”
The movement towards buying 
books and digital publications online 
is shrinking the market for campus 
bookstores, said Austin Textbooks 
owner Ken Jones. He said he was sur-
prised that other stores are trying to 
compete and expand in a market that 
is dwindling.
“In five years my store and all the 
other stores will be gone because 
the industry is changing,” Jones said. 
“There are incredible amounts of on-
line competition, professors are put-
ting information online, and there are 
more packets of information coming 
out than we can keep up with. I see 
the writing on the wall.” 
However, the diminishing 
role of bookstores does not nec-
essarily mean that students will 
get better deals, Jones said.
“One thing that kids don’t re-
ally know is that books have a 
margin in them  — that’s how 
bookstores make money,” Jones 
said. “With Amazon you have 
a paradigm shift. They have 
no margin and the prices work 
like a stock market. You check 
the prices of books two months 
from now and you’ll be sur-
prised to see how much they’ve 
dropped. The publishers make 
more money like that.”
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“I’d marry Meryl Streep.”
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FOR THE RECORD
Clarifi cation:  A calendar item 
in the Jan. 23 edition of The Daily 
Texan indicated the Bach Cantata 
concert would be today, Jan. 24. 
The concert is actually Jan. 31.
BOOKS
continues from PAGE 1
collaboration in the work field, we 
want to do it here on campus.” 
The Food Project’s outreach di-
rector Ronak Patel said he hopes the 
TEDxManhattan conference will 
draw more attention to issues the 
project members hope to address 
at UT. 
“I think it’s a great oppor-
tunity for us to start off the 
year,” Patel said. “I think it 
will generate a lot of hype here 
in Austin.” 
For all the important issues 
the project addresses, Heron 
said its main purpose is simple. 
“It’s really about bringing peo-
ple together,” he said. “We want 
students to come and connect 
with working professionals to see 
what we can implement here.”
FOOD STUDIES
1/25 6:00p.m.FSP Weekly Meeting WELCOME
1/28 9:30p.m.
Farmer’s Market Trip 
- Downtown Farmer’s 
Market
2/1 6:00p.m.
Talk by Rachel Laudan 
“Pasties, Migrants, and 
Choosing our Memories
ICE continues from PAGE 1
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sixth street and 
Brazos. Roth 
and Ballard 
plan for the 
downtown 
hostel, which 
is housed in 
117-year-old 
Firehouse No. 1, 





continues from PAGE 1
FOOD
continues from PAGE 1
TENTS continues from PAGE 1
Texan Ad
Deadlines





Classified Word Ads       11 a.m. 
(Last Business Day Prior to Publication)
THE DAILY TEXAN
The Daily Texan Mail Subscription Rates
One Semester (Fall or Spring)  $60.00
Two Semesters (Fall and Spring) 120.00
Summer Session 40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) 150.00
To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to Texas Student 
Media', P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904, or to TSM Building C3.200, or call 471-5083.





Director of Advertising & Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jalah Goette
Business Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lori Hamilton
Business Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Ramirez
Advertising Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CJ Salgado
Broadcast & Events Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carter Goss
Campus & National Sales Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Bowerman
Student Advertising Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Ford
Student Assistant Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Veronica Serrato
Student Acct. Execs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ted Sniderman, Adrian Lloyd, Morgan Haenchen, Ted Moreland 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paola Reyes, Fredis Benitez, Tyrell Elegonye, Zach Congdon 
Student Office Assistant/Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rene Gonzalez
Student Marketing Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Allison McMordie
Student Buys of Texas Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lindsey Hollingsworth
Student Buys of Texas Assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suzi Zhaw, Esteban Rivera
Senior Graphic Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Felimon Hernandez
Junior Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aaron Rodriguez
Special Editions Adviser & Production  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adrienne Lee
Student Special Editions Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine Imperatore
This newspaper was printed with pride 
by The Daily Texan and Texas 
Student Media.
The Daily Texan (USPS 146-440), a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student 
Media, 2500 Whitis Ave., Austin, TX 78705. The Daily Texan is published daily, Monday through Friday, during the regular 
academic year and is published twice weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during aca-
demic breaks and most Federal Holidays. and exam periods. Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX 78710. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: The Daily Texan, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713. News contributions will be accepted by tele-
phone (471-4591), or at the editorial office (Texas Student Media Building 2.122). For local and national display advertising, 
call 471-1865. classified display advertising, call 471-1865. For classified word advertising, call 471-5244. 
Entire contents copyright 2011 Texas Student Media.
Permanent Staff
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Viviana Aldous
Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matthew Daley, Shabab Siddiqui, Susannah Jacob, Samantha Katsounas
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Audrey White
Associate Managing Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aleksander Chan
News Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jillian Bliss
Associate News Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Pagan, Colton Pence, Nick Hadjigeorge
Senior Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kayla Jonsson, Sarah White, Liz Farmer, Jody Serrano
Enterprise Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Stottlemyre, Huma Munir, Megan Strickland
Copy Desk Chief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elyana Barrera
Associate Copy Desk Chiefs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexandra Feuerman, Arleen Lopez, Klarissa Fitzpatrick
Wire Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Austin Myers
Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Benavides
Senior Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nicole Collins, Bobby Blanchard, Betsy Cooper
Special Projects Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Simonetta Nieto
Multimedia Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Edwards
Multimedia Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackie Kuenstler, Lawrence Peart, Fanny Trang
Senior Photographers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Allison, Elizabeth Dillon, Shannon Kintner, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebeca Rodriguez, Zachary Strain
Senior Videographers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Demi Adejuyigbe, David Castaneda, Jorge Corona
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashley Dillard, Andrea Macias-Jimenez
Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie Stroh
Associate Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christopher Nguyen
Senior Life&Arts Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jessica Lee, Anju Mehta, Eli Watson, Alex Williams 
Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sameer Bhuchar
Associate Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christian Corona
Senior Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nick Cremona, Austin Laymance, Lauren Giudice, Chris Hummer
Comics Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ao Meng
Associate Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Grace Elliot
Web Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Sanchez
Senior Web Staff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William Snyder, Stefanie Schultz
Associate Web Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hayley Fick
Editorial Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Doug Warren
Issue Staff
Volunteers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sylvia Butanda, Andrew Messamore, Rachel Thompson
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Batli Joselevitz, Gabriella Belzer, Stefan Scrafield
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matt Warden, Pu Huang, Jessica Duong, Katie Carell
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aron Fernandez, Connor Shea, Andrew Craft, Brenann Barnhill
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Riki Tsuji, Jacob Hamrick, Colin Zelinski, Sharla Biefeld
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reihaneh Hajibeigi, Ghayde Ghraowi
Upcoming events apart of the
 food study program
3 W/N
CAIRO — With Islamists com-
prising the overwhelming major-
ity of its lawmakers, the parlia-
ment elected in Egypt’s first legis-
lative vote after Hosni Mubarak’s 
ouster nearly a year ago held its 
inaugural session on Monday.
The convening of the new parlia-
ment is a significant benchmark in 
the timetable provided by the gen-
erals who took over from Muba-
rak for the handover of power to a 
civilian administration.
It is also a step forward for Is-
lamist groups on the road to be-
coming the strongest political 
force in the nations that experi-
enced Arab Spring revolts. Isla-
mists dominated elections first 
in Tunisia and then in Egypt, and 
Libya’s Islamists are also expected 
to do well in parliamentary voting 
later this year.
The Egyptian chamber’s top 
priority is to elect a 100-member 
panel to draft a new constitution, 
which will have to be put to a vote 
in a referendum.
The next major step in the tran-
sition will be presidential elec-
tions, scheduled to be held before 
the end of June, when the generals 
are due to step down.
“The era of political exclusion 
is over,” said Saad el-Katatni, 
an Islamist lawmaker from the 
Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt’s 
largest and best organized polit-
ical group. El-Katatni, secretary 
general of the Brotherhood’s po-
litical arm — the Freedom and 
Justice party — was elected as 
speaker by a vast majority of the 
508-seat chamber.
“We are here because the Peo-
ple’s Assembly (parliament) is all 
Islamists,” said Mina Samir, a pro-
tester in his early 20s who was 
among several thousand dem-
onstrators near the parliament 
building calling for an end to mili-
tary rule. “Now we have a military 
power supporting a conservative 
power. That’s why I am here.”
Some of the protesters wore 
masks made out of photographs 
of those killed or wounded by 
security forces during the anti-
Mubarak uprising, or in subse-
quent protests against the gener-
als. “Down, down with military 
rule!” they chanted, and, “No mil-
itary and no Brotherhood.”
Others waited outside parlia-
ment with flowers they said they 
planned to give to their lawmak-
ers. They chanted religious songs 
to the beat of drums.
Monday’s session was chaired 
by el-Saqqah, because he was the 
oldest lawmaker.
He began the proceedings by 
ordering lawmakers to stand in 
silence for a minute in memo-
ry of the hundreds of protesters 
killed during the protests.
TEHRAN, Iran — Senior Irani-
an lawmakers stepped up threats 
Monday that Islamic Republic war-
ships could block the Persian Gulf ’s 
oil tanker traffic after the latest blow 
by Western leaders seeking to rein 
in Tehran’s nuclear program: a pun-
ishing oil embargo by the Europe-
an Union that sharply raises the eco-
nomic stakes for Iran’s defiance.
The EU decision in Brussels — 
following the U.S. lead to target Iran’s 
critical oil exports — opened a new 
front against Iran’s leadership. Pres-
sure is bearing down on the cleri-
cal regime from many directions, in-
cluding intense U.S. lobbying to urge 
Asian powers to shun Iranian crude, 
a nose-diving national currency and 
a recent slaying in what Iran calls a 
clandestine campaign against its nu-
clear establishment.
In response, Iranian officials have 
turned to one of their most power-
ful cards: the narrow Strait of Hor-
muz at the mouth of the Gulf and 
the route for a fifth of the world’s oil. 
Iran has rattled world markets with 
repeated warnings it could block the 
hook-shaped waterway, which could 
spark a conflict in the Gulf.
Military experts have questioned 
whether Iran has the naval capa-
bilities to attempt a blockade. But 
the U.S. and allies have already said 
they would take swift action against 
any Iranian moves to choke off the 
30-mile wide strait — where the 
American aircraft carrier USS Abra-
ham Lincoln, along with British and 
French warships, entered the Gulf 
on Sunday without incident.
The British Ministry of Defense 
said the three nations sought to “un-
derline the unwavering international 
commitment to maintaining rights 
of passage under international law.”
A member of Iran’s influential na-
tional security committee in parlia-
ment, Mohammad Ismail Kowsari, 
said Monday that the strait “would 
definitely be closed if the sale of Ira-
nian oil is violated in any way.” He 
went on warn the U.S. against any 
“military adventurism.”
“In case of threat, the closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz is one of Iran’s 
rights,” said senior lawmaker Hesh-
matollah Falahatpisheh. “So far, Iran 
has not used this privilege.”
It follows U.S. sanctions enacted 
last month that target the Central 
Bank and its ability to sell petroleum 
abroad. The U.S. has delayed imple-
menting the sanctions for at least six 
months, worried about sending the 
price of oil higher at a time when the 
global economy is struggling. 
But there are no signals from Iran 
that the tougher sanctions will force 
concessions on the core dispute: 
Iran’s ability to enrich uranium. Ear-
lier this month, Iran said it was be-
ginning enrichment at a new facili-
ty buried in a mountainside south 
of Tehran.
“Iran’s right for uranium enrich-
ment is nonnegotiable,” said conser-
vative Iranian lawmaker Ali Aghaza-
deh. “There is no reason for Iran to 
compromise over its rights. But Iran 
is open to discussions over concerns 
about its nuclear program.”
Russia — which strongly opposed 
the EU sanctions — said in a state-
ment: “Under pressure of this sort, 
Iran will not make any concessions 
or any corrections to its policies.”
Within Iran, meanwhile, securi-
ty officials are on higher alert over 
what they claim is a covert campaign 
led by Israel’s Mossad and backed by 
U.S. and Britain. On Jan. 11, a mag-
netic bomb placed on a car killed 
scientist who worked at Iran’s main 
uranium enrichment facility. It was 
at least the fourth targeted killing of 
a nuclear-related researcher in two 
years.
The U.S. denied any role in the 
January attack, but Israel’s military 
chief hinted that Iran could face in-
cidents that happen “unnaturally.”
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Poland unfazed by Anonymous, 
plans to go ahead with ACTA
WARSAW, Poland — Polish of-
ficials vowed Monday to stick to 
plans to sign an international copy-
right treaty that has outraged Inter-
net activists and prompted an at-
tack on government websites.
A government minister, Michal 
Boni, defended the Anti-Counter-
feiting Trade Agreement, or ACTA. 
He said that signing the interna-
tional treaty would not hamper In-
ternet usage and that Poland will 
sign it on Thursday, as planned.
“The ACTA agreement in no way 
changes Polish laws or the rights 
of Internet users and Internet us-
age,” Boni, the minister of admin-
istration and digitization, said af-
ter a meeting with Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk and Culture Minister 
Bogdan Zdrojewski.
Internet opponents of ACTA fear 
it could lead to censorship online.
Monday’s developments came 
after a Twitter account using the 
name “AnonymousWiki” an-
nounced plans on the weekend 
to attack government websites to 
protest the government’s support 
for ACTA. 
Although its scope is broader, 
ACTA shares some similarities with 
the hotly debated Stop Online Pira-
cy Act, which was shelved by U.S. 
lawmakers last week after Wikipe-
dia and Google blacked out or par-
tially obscured their websites for 
a day as part of a protest against 
Web censorship.
 
Gingrich’s Freddie Mac files show 
he wasn’t hired as a lobbyist
TAMPA, Fla. — Under pressure, 
Newt Gingrich arranged the release 
of a contract Monday night show-
ing the Federal Home Loan Mort-
gage Corp. paid his consulting firm 
a $25,000 monthly retainer fee in 
2006, for a total of $300,000.
The agreement calls for “consult-
ing and related services” but makes 
no mention of lobbying.
Gingrich has likened his work 
for the federally-backed mortgage 
giant known as Freddie Mac to that 
of a historian, and later a strategic 
adviser. Campaign rival Mitt Rom-
ney says he was lobbying.
The work the former House 
speaker did for Freddie Mac was 
disclosed long ago, but contro-
versy has flared in the 48 hours 
since he trounced Romney in 
the South Carolina Republican 
presidential primary.
The next primary is set for Jan. 31 
in Florida, a state particularly hard 
hit by the housing crisis of 2008, 
and one where Gingrich’s connec-
tions with Freddie Mac may carry a 
political stigma.
 
France recognizes WWI genocide 
PARIS — A bill making it a crime 
to deny the 1915 killings of Arme-
nians was a genocide has passed 
both houses of France’s parliament.
The Senate’s vote Monday came 
despite Turkey’s threats to impose 
new sanctions on France. It already 
suspended military, economic and 
political ties when the lower house 
of French parliament passed the bill 
last month.
The measure now needs to be 
signed by President Nicolas Sarkozy, 
whose party proposed it, to become 
a law.
While most historians contend 
that the 1915 killings of Armenians 
as the Ottoman Empire broke up 
was the 20th century’s first genocide, 
Turkey vigorously denies that.
Tennessee veteran police officer 
took one last drag before fired 
NEWBERN, Tenn. — A Tennessee 
police department says it has fired 
an officer after 17 years on the force 
because he repeatedly smoked ciga-
rettes inside the precinct in violation 
of the city’s no smoking policy.
Newbern police Sgt. James Bish-
op was terminated last week. A 2007 
city policy prohibits smoking inside 
all municipal offices and buildings.
According to the termination let-
ter obtained by the State Gazette, 
Police Chief Harold Dunivant said 
he had complaints that his employ-
ees were smoking inside their offices 
and issued a warning that disciplin-
ary action could be taken.
Dunivant said he continued to get 
complaints about Bishop smoking 
indoors and was forced to fire him.
 
NEWS BRIEFLY Iran threatens to cut off oil over EU sanctions
Kamran Jebreili | Associated Press
A boat crosses the Persian Gulf waters, south of the Strait of Hormuz while passing trading ships. Even as sanctions squeeze Iran ever tighter, 
one clandestine route that remains open for business: a short sea corridor connecting a rocky nub of Oman with the Iranian coast.
Lawmakers open up 
Egyptian parliament
Khaled Elfiqi | Associated Press
The parliament elected in Egypt’s first legislative vote after Hosni 
Mubarak’s ouster with Islamists dominating the 498-seat chamber.
By Brian Murphy 
and Nasser Karimi
The Associated Press
By Hamza Hendawi 
and Sarah El Deeb
The Associated Press
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OpiniOn
legalese
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the 
writer of the article. They are not necessarily those of the UT administration, the Board 
of Regents or the Texas Student Media Board of Operating Trustees. 
Overview
Email your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be more 
than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan reserves the right to edit all submis-
sions for brevity, clarity and liability.
sUBMiT a FiriNg liNe
Follow The Daily Texan Editorial Board on Twitter (@DTeditorial) and receive up-
dates on our latest content. 
ediTOrial TwiTTer
A renewed call for vigilance
 
 Have something to say? Say it in print 
— and to the entire campus. 
The Daily Texan Edito-
rial Board is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
columnists and cartoon-
ists. We’re looking for tal-
ented writers and artists 
to provide as much diver-
sity of opinion as possible. 
Anyone and everyone is 
encouraged to apply. 
Writing for the Texan is a 
great way to get your voice 
heard. Our columnists’ 
and reporters’ work is of-
ten syndicated nationwide, 
and every issue of the Tex-
an is a historical document 
archived at the Center for 
American History. 
Barack Obama may not be a fre-
quent reader, but a copy of the Texan 
runs across UT President William Pow-
ers Jr.’s desk each day, and the opinions 
on this page have great potential to affect 
University policy. 
It’s no rare occurrence for Texan staff 
members to receive feedback from local or 
state officials, or to be con-
tacted by a reader whose 
life was changed by an 
article. In such instances, 
the power of writing for 
the Texan becomes real, 
motivating our staffers 
to provide the best pub-
lic service possible.
If interested, please 
come to the Texan of-
fice at 25th and Whi-
tis streets to complete 
an application form and 
sign up for an interview 
time. If you have any 
additional questions, 
please contact Viviana 
A l d o u s  a t  ( 5 1 2 )  2 3 2 - 2 2 1 2  o r 
editor@dailytexanonline.com.
You can be a Daily Texan columnist or cartoonist.
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Faculty Council passed a resolution Monday that requires 
faculty members to submit the textbooks they plan to use for 
their classes to bookstores at least 30 days before the first day 
of class.
The council is responding to a multi-pronged bill passed 
by the Legislature last year that intended to cut textbook 
costs for students. By requiring faculty members to submit 
their book lists ahead of time, bookstores are able to better 
anticipate the number of textbooks to order, and students are 
given more time to explore alternative means of acquiring 
their textbooks.
Other parts of the bill require textbook companies to dis-
close what changes are made in newer editions of textbooks, 
although some parts of the bill will not take effect until the 
fall semester.
There are a few logistical issues that still need to be worked 
out, as a several faculty members at the meeting mentioned 
that they are not always notified of which classes they will 
have to teach until near the start of the semester. For the 
most part however, the bill is an efficiency-boosting deal and 
the council’s resolution shows a good-faith effort to follow 
through with that.
The rising cost of textbooks is far from a fresh issue, and 
it is a tenet in the conversations about affordability in higher 
education that occur in circles ranging from state legislators 
to the Obama Administration. At system schools such as UT-
Brownsville and UT-Pan American, textbook costs can com-
prise more than one-fourth of the total cost of education.
At the root of the rising costs is an uncertainty of revenues 
for textbook companies. With a large used-textbook market, 
publishing giants aggressively churn out and push new edi-
tions of textbooks onto faculty members and students, and 
the companies charge egregious premiums in anticipation of 
lost revenue from books being resold.
While the Legislature and Faculty Council have both 
taken positive steps to reduce costs, universities across 
the country will need to come up with more creative so-
lutions to alter a business model that continues to tax 
students disproportionately. In the last three months, off-campus 
areas populated with University students 
have been the scenes of crime, with three 
sexual assault incidents occurring in 
West Campus in early November and two 
assaults and a homicide in North Cam-
pus earlier this month. But these types 
of incidents are not new, and thus news 
should not be regarded as an indication 
of a rising epidemic of crime but rather a 
constant reminder to students of the fre-
quently overlooked dangers of living in a 
seemingly secure area. 
Both West Campus and North Campus 
are neighborhoods that possess a spir-
ited and united vibe. They are home to 
thousands of college-aged students who 
feel confident enough to wander around 
at night in vulnerable situations, such as 
being alone or inebriated, without using 
better judgment concerning their sur-
roundings and the defenseless position 
they are putting themselves in.
The chaotic atmosphere of these neigh-
borhoods, where peculiar situations and 
loud hollering spark little concern, pro-
vides excellent opportunities for crime 
to occur unnoticed. In an article in The 
Daily Texan following the November as-
sault in West Campus, a UT junior com-
mented on the reason criminal activity 
may be mistaken for typical ridiculous 
behavior in the area: “Most of the time 
it’s a bunch of drunk people at night, so 
if you saw that, at first glance you might 
assume that’s what was going on.”
However, the solution is not to live in 
a state of perpetual paranoia or fear of 
leaving one’s residence. Concern for one’s 
safety should never be an inconvenience 
but rather a natural precaution that is 
taken. Informing students repeatedly 
with phrases that police departments 
and other groups use, such as “maintain 
good judgment,” “avoid walking alone” 
and “stay in lighted areas,” makes being 
the victim of a crime seem like a distant 
possibility. The thought process that typi-
cally passes through my own mind when 
informed of a crime through Campus 
Watch is brief panic, reassurance that 
nothing of the sort has ever happened 
to me and an assumption that it will not 
happen to me in the future.
This psychological reaction to crime 
seems deep-rooted and unavoidable, so 
a non-psychological solution must be 
presented. For example, James Shaw, the 
founder of Resist Attack, a local compa-
ny that sells personal and home security 
products, proposed the ambitious goal of 
providing every woman in America with 
a free can of pepper spray.
The family-owned Austin company is 
beginning its mission right here at the 
University, as Shaw believes the females 
most susceptible to danger, including 
students, should receive cans of the spray 
first. Shaw will speak at a self-defense 
program and distribute pepper spray cans 
Thursday at Kinsolving Dormitory. 
Carrying pepper spray and learning 
to use it effectively are minor lifestyle 
changes that could potentially hold in-
valuable benefits, as it provides a reliable 
escape route for victims. Even those who 
remain aware of their surroundings can 
be the victims of crime. 







The TSM Election is held concurrently with the Student Government Election.
DEADLINE FOR APPLYING
Noon, Wednesday, February 1, 2012
Applications must be picked up and returned to the Offi ce of the Director of 
Texas Student Media, HSM 3.304, or you may download the application from our web site: 
http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/media/texan/.  
The Board will certify applicants at their next meeting at 1 p.m. on Friday, February 3, 2012, 
in the College of Communication (CMA),  LBJ Room #5.160, 2600 Whitis Avenue.
QUALIFICATIONS:
  1. Candidates must be registered students at The University of Texas at Austin in the semester the  
      election is held.
  2. Candidates must have a minimum grade point average of 2.50 on all work undertaken at The 
      University.
  3. Candidates must have:
    — Completed at least one semester as a permanent staff member of The Daily Texan in news,  
         sports or on the copy desk.
    — Completed at least one semester as an issue staff member of The DailyTexan in an area other 
         than the one covered above.
    — Completed J360 (Media Law) before taking offi ce or demonstrate competency in media law as 
        determined by the Texas Student Media Board of Operating Trustees.
    — Obtained signatures from at least fi ve members of the Texan staff supporting the candidate for  
         editor. It is a goal of Texas Student Media and The Daily Texan to encourage staff to run  
         for editor. It is preferable to have at least two certifi ed candidates.
Any student desiring to run with one of the above qualifi cations waived, must complete a 
waiver form and present evidence supporting waiver. Waiver Forms available in HSM 3.304.  
GENERAL PROVISIONS:
The editor shall be a registered student in accordance with UT institutional rules. The editor may 1. 
take no more than 12 semester hours as an undergraduate or 9 semester hours as a graduate or law 
student, but no fewer than 3 semester hours, during each long term. The editor need not enroll for 
classes during the summer session.
The term of offi ce shall be June 1, 2012 through May 31, 2013.2. 
 Any member of the Board of Operating Trustees of Texas Student Media who becomes an appli-3. 
cant for editor shall resign from the Board at the time he or she applies.
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Weigh more than 110 lbs
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Thu. 23 Feb. through Sat. 25 Feb. 
Outpatient Visit: 2 Mar.
Men and Postmenopausal 







BMI between 19 and 30
Weigh between 110 and 
220
Wed. 8 Feb. through Sun. 12 Feb.







BMI between 18 and 32
Fri. 10 Feb. through Sun. 12 Feb.
Fri. 17 Feb. through Sun. 19 Feb.
Fri. 24 Feb. through Sun. 26 Feb.
Men and Postmenopausal 







BMI between 19 and 29





Everybody counts on having safe, 
effective medicine for anything from 
the common cold to heart disease. But 
making sure medications are safe is a 
complex and careful process.
At PPD, we count on healthy volunteers 
to help evaluate medications being 
developed – maybe like you. You must 
meet certain requirements to qualify, 
including a free medical exam and 
screening tests. We have research 
studies available in many different 
lengths, and you’ll find current studies 
listed here weekly.   
PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 25 years. 
Call today to find out more. 
 Age Compensation Requirements Timeline
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Batli Joselevitz | Daily Texan Staff 
A man enjoys the clear skies atop a hill in Butler Park, Monday afternoon. The warm temperatures and cool breeze had many Austinites visiting 
the local park.
Drowned man found in Barton Creek
 Police still await the toxicology 
report that may give more clues 
about the death of a man found in 
Barton Creek earlier this month.
The Travis County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office identified a body 
on Jan. 16 as 27 year-old Anders 
Shockome, who kayakers found 
deceased in Barton Creek on 
Jan. 14.
Sarah Scott, chief administra-
tive officer for the Medical Exam-
iner’s Office, said Shockome was 
identified by his fingerprints.
“We are waiting on a toxicolo-
gy report [in order to determine 
cause of death],” Scott said. “The 
report could take anywhere be-
tween six and eight weeks.”
The body was found in the vi-
cinity of Zilker Park Boat Rentals 
before 2 p.m. on Jan. 14, said em-
ployee Bob Schroeder.
“The area [where Shockome 
was found] is densely covered in 
branches and bushes,” Schroed-
er said. “There is a lot of over-
hanging growth, which is part of 
the reason why it took so long to 
find him.”
Schroeder said employees of the 
boat rental called 911 at around 
1:56 p.m. after kayakers report-
ed seeing something in the wa-
ter right behind Barton Springs 
Pool.
“One woman in a kayak first 
saw him,” Schroeder said. “She 
reported seeing a mannequin, but 
later we found out that it wasn’t.”
Lisa Cortinas, an Austin Police 
Department spokeswoman, said 
at least one other person reported 
seeing the body in Barton Creek.
“Two people that were row-
ing reported what  they be-
lieved to be a body in the water,” 
Cortinas said.
Schroeder said APD had dis-
covered gear — including a sleep-
ing bag, a bottle of whiskey and 
a medication container — in the 
bushes behind one of the boat 
rental sheds, near where Shock-
ome was found. Schroeder said 
he believed Shockome may have 
been camping out for some time 
in the fenced area where the gear 
was found.
“It is not a good place to be 
camping out,” Schroeder said. 
“From time to time we see her-
oin users down there, and I 
would not want to spend the 
night there.”
Cortinas said due to the on-
going investigation, APD could 
not confirm if the gear belonged 
to Shockome.
Schroeder said Boat Rental em-
ployees and other members of the 
community have placed flow-
ers near the site where Shocko-
me was found and Shockome’s 
mother has recently come to 
see them.
“ T h i s  h a s  n e v e r  h a p -
pened before,” Schroeder said. 
“It’s  a  t rue tragedy for  the 
entire community.”
APD has requested that anyone 
with information about the vic-
tim or this case call the Homicide 
Tip Line at 477-3588 or Crime 
Stoppers at 472-TIPS.
Pastor encourages 
texting, open talks 
in church services
 Churches should invite mem-
bers of all types and encourage 
them to be active participants dur-
ing services, said a pastor who may 
open a new church in Austin.
Andrew Fox, a pastor at the 
San Antonio Christian Family 
Church, held a forum Friday eve-
ning to gauge how students at UT 
view faith, religion and cultural is-
sues. Fox said he envisions open-
ing a church in downtown Aus-
tin that allows attendees to ask 
questions and participate more 
during sermons. 
The forum focused on seven 
culturally important issues: fam-
ily, education, arts and entertain-
ment, media, government, religion 
and business. Fox tied each issue to 
how it could be applied to church 
and how the issue could be used to 
change the structure of church. 
“Faith is important in every as-
pect of life, so we have to examine 
its impact on every part of our life,” 
Fox said.
Fox said he believes the approach 
in modern day churches does not 
properly educate their attendees 
about the word of the Bible.
“I feel like churches today are 
just political organizations with a 
religious face,” Fox said.
Students discussed the effect 
of cell phones on their lives, and 
Fox said churches should allow 
their participants to text questions 
throughout a service onto a cen-
tral screen. He said this interaction 
will allow  attendees to be more in-
volved and will create a dialogue 
between the members and the pas-
tor instead of following the tra-
ditional monologue from pastor 
to members. 
The forum also covered issues 
such as gay marriage and the role of 
blended families for church mem-
bers. Fox said he believes having a 
church with homosexual members 
is more acceptable in Austin than 
in many other cities.
Renee Fox, Andrew’s wife, said 
she appreciated the students’
discussion about their journeys 
of faith.
“I was surprised at how ma-
ture the students’ responses 
were, despite being so young,” 
she said. “They have not had the 
life experiences people my and 
my husband’s age have had.”
The nine students who at-
tended the forum each described 
their different religious and eth-
nic backgrounds. Students from 
Asian-American, African-Amer-
ican, white, Catholic, non-de-
nominational and Hindu back-
grounds all attended.
Mechanical engineering soph-
omore Samantha Garcia said de-
spite the intense range of con-
versations, the students felt com-
fortable sharing their beliefs.
“I’m not really religious and 
this forum was definitely out 
of our comfort zones,” Garcia 
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Co-op Market purchases are 
REBATE ELIGIBLE too! 
(excluding alcohol)
STOP BY & VISIT YOUR CONVENIENT FULL LINE MARKET!
2300 GUADALUPE   M-THUR: 7:30AM-9PM, FRI: 7:30AM-10PM, SAT: 8:30AM-10PM, SUN: 11AM-9PM
Texas primaries delayed 
by lawsuit, map dispute
 Self-defense classes teach wom-
en not only to protect themselves 
with tasers and pepper spray, but 
also with their own body when 
those weapons fail them, said 
kung fu instructor Aaron “Moy 10 
Tung” Vyvial.
His school, The Moy Yat Kung Fu 
Academy, will be offering free self-
defense classes for women of all ages 
for the next two months to teach 
defense mechanisms that will help 
women be confident in their abilities 
but not overconfident to the point 
where they are unrealistic, Vyvial 
said. Vyvial launched the program 
in response to a series of December 
and January attacks in central Aus-
tin, including the Jan. 1 murder of 
29-year-old Esme Barrera, a North 
Campus resident.
“What most martial arts programs 
teach is highly dangerous for wom-
en because you either have to be ex-
tremely athletic or skilled for it to 
work,” Vyvial said. “Most techniques 
do not apply to the average person, 
and if those techniques fail, it could 
actually escalate the issue and make 
it much worse.” 
In a mugging situation, if the 
mace spray or taser gun a woman is 
carrying doesn’t work the way it is 
supposed to, she should always have 
a back up plan in place, Vyvial said. 
“Your own body is still your 
last line of defense,” he said. “This 
doesn’t replace your weapons, this 
is just what happens when they 
don’t work.” 
Around 300 women have already 
signed up for the two-hour self-de-
fense classes offered twice a week, 
which will teach mental and physical 
techniques to the average woman. 
“The first hour is focused on 
mental strategies such as avoidance, 
awareness, de-escalation and body 
language,” Vyvial said. 
The second hour teaches women 
ving tsun, a martial art specifically 
suited to women. 
“Ving tsun doesn’t rely on size, 
strength or speed,” Vyvial said. “We 
have women who are in their 60s 
and 70s coming, so that’s proof that 
women of any size or shape can take 
the class.” 
The UT Police Department offers 
a similar course, the Rape Aggres-
sion Defense System, or RAD, for 
students each semester. 
“The reason students, friends and 
families decide to take the course is to 
be more aware of some of the things 
they can do protect themselves,” 
said RAD program coordinator Sgt. 
Laura Davis. 
Both the Academy and the RAD 
program teach women to be pow-
erful, confident and aware of 
their surroundings. 
“It’s more than just a physical as-
pect,” Davis said. “We teach women 
to be empowered and to take preser-
vative measures.” 
Biology senior Carolina Gonza-
les is president of the Texas Wushu 
Club that practices the Wushu mar-
tial art through forms, weapons 
and fighting.
“Protecting ourselves is our innate 
animal instinct and women should 
always fight back,” Gonzales said. 
“However, women need to know 
how to fight back properly. Self-
defense doesn’t just teach fighting 
techniques, it also teaches you how 
to become aware of your surround-
ings and most importantly, avoid a 
dangerous situation.” 
In addition, Tom’s Tabool-
ey Mediterranean Café is sponsor-
ing a special event, “For the Love of 
Esme Self Defense Class,” present-
ed by Dan Kiser of Austin Self De-
fense this Thursday at 4 p.m. Do-
nations given at the event will go to 
Barrera’s family.
Self-defense instructor hopes to help women of all ages, sizes
By Sylvia Butanda
Daily Texan Staff
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 AUSTIN — A federal court in San 
Antonio said Monday that the only 
way to hold Texas’ primary elections 
on April 3 is for all sides to agree on 
temporary political maps by a Feb. 
6 deadline.
“If all parties want to maintain 
the current election schedule, they 
should confer and submit agreed-
upon maps for this court’s consider-
ation,” Judge Orlando Garcia wrote 
in his order. “The court would not 
be bound by any such agreement but 
would take it into careful consider-
ation in announcing interim plans.”
The Texas primaries have been 
delayed by a lawsuit brought by mi-
nority groups over the legislative 
and congressional maps drawn by 
the Legislature and the refusal of a 
federal court in Washington to de-
clare them valid. The primaries were 
scheduled for Mar. 6, pushed back to 
April 3 and made uncertain by a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling on Thursday.
Attorney General Greg Abbott 
asked the court to quickly draw tem-
porary maps so that Texas can still 
hold its primary on April 3. But the 
minority groups asked for more time 
to explain what they think the maps 
should look like. That extra time to 
present evidence would force the 
court to delay the vote again.
The three judges hearing the case 
told both sides that the only way to 
keep the elections on April 3 is for ev-
eryone involved in the case to agree, 
but that is highly unlikely. Abbott has 
repeatedly called for the judges to use 
the maps passed by the Legislature, 
and the plaintiffs said they were satis-
fied with the first set of interim maps 
drawn by the court.
The U.S. Supreme Court, though, 
found those draft maps fatally flawed 
and ordered the San Antonio judges 
back to the drawing board, creating 
the new time crunch. The San Anto-
nio judges have asked the parties to 
create compromise maps before but 
without success.
At issue is how the maps, drawn 
last year by Republicans in the Leg-
islature, treat minorities. Republican 
leaders say the maps merely bene-
fit their party’s candidates, but mi-
nority groups claim they discrim-
inate by diluting minority voting 
power. Texas must redraw political 
districts every 10 years to adjust for 
population changes.
Texas will add four new congres-
sional districts next year because of 
population growth, mostly among 
minorities. But only one of the new 
districts drawn by the Legislature 
would likely elect a minority.
The San Antonio court recog-
nized Abbott’s request for urgen-
cy by moving a meeting with the at-
torneys involved up five days to Jan. 
27, but also agreed with the minority 
groups, which include the Mexican 
American Legislative Caucus and 
the NAACP, that if the court must 
draw new maps, it must hear new 
testimony in light of the Supreme 
Court’s decision.
If the attorney general and the mi-
nority groups cannot agree on tem-
porary maps, the judges said the vote 
will be delayed or split into two dates. 
On the first date, voters would cast 
ballots for the presidency and oth-
er offices that are not defined by po-
litical districts. The second primary, 
at a later date, would take place after 
the court could draw new temporary 
maps on its own.
A so-called split primary would 
double what it costs the state and 
counties to hold the primary elec-
tion. State and county officials told 
the court in December that they 
don’t have the $15 million it would 
cost to vote twice and state Repub-
lican and Democratic party lead-
ers oppose the option. Experts say a 
split primary would likely diminish 
voter participation.
The judges in San Antonio are 
hearing the discrimination case, but 
they are waiting on another case in 
Washington, D.C., where a sepa-
rate panel is judging if the Legisla-
ture’s maps are legal under the Vot-
ing Rights Act. The judges said they 
hoped the Washington court would 
rule as quickly as possible so that 
their decision could be used to draft 
the new maps, if that responsibility 
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SIDELINEFuture bright for senior All-American
Fanny Trang | Daily Texan Staff 
Senior Neil Caskey has enjoyed a magnificent career at Texas, earning All-American honors while helping the Longhorns capture their 10th national title under Eddie Reese in 2010.
Longhorns need more from Kabongo
Baylor’s two-game 
skid a testament to 
conference strength
L.G. Patterson |  Associated Press
Missouri senior forward Ricardo Ratliffe pulls down a rebound against 
Texas A&M. One of the Tigers’ seven scholarship players, earned Big 
12 Player of the Week honors after a 27-point effort against Baylor. 
Lawrence Peart | Daily Texan Staff 
Freshman point guard Myck Kabongo committed as many turnovers as the number of points he scored 
(three) against Kansas Saturday, leaving J’Covan Brown to handle the bulk of the ball-handling duties.
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Texas vs. Iowa State
BASKETBALL NOTEBOOK
 On a team ranked No. 2 in 
the country, it  can be diff i-
cult to stand out. Senior swim-
mer Neil Caskey has done this 
and more for the Longhorns all 
season long.
Caskey has dominated the 
competition this season, win-
ning at least one event in ev-
ery meet except one. To those 
closest to the team this comes 
as no surprise.
“Neil is a leader by his exam-
ple and his training every single 
day,” said assistant coach Kris 
Kubik. “He has done seasonal 
and lifetime bests several times 
this year, and predicts to be a 
very big factor in the NCAA 
scoring for us.”
Voted a senior captain by 
his teammates, his success has 
clearly been recognized and 
rewarded. But every story has 
a beginning.
“I started swimming at about 
s ix  years  old  in  a  summer 
league group,” Caskey said . 
“Swimming started working 
out best for me and at about 
age 14 I stopped everything 
else and went full-time swim-
ming from there.”
Every time Caskey enters the 
pool, his supreme athletic abili-
ty is on display.
“In swimming there’s talent-
ed people, and there’s people 
who aren’t as talented that can 
outwork those people,” Caskey 
said. “And you can see a direct 
effect and your hard work pay 
off when you beat those more 
talented people.”
He’s a captain, a former All-
American and likely a future 
Olympic medalist. With accolades 
like this, Caskey boasts an “it” fac-
tor that no one can ignore.
“He’s not the most vocal per-
son in the team meetings,” Kubik 
said. “But when he speaks, every-
one listens because it is very im-
portant to the team dynamic.”
Caskey appears to be the type 
of athlete and man that any school 
would kill to have. But the Long-
horns were always the front-run-
ners in the Caskey sweepstakes.
“It  was the tradit ion and 
swimming under [men’s swim-
ming and diving head] coach 
Eddie [Reese], who I think is the 
best coach in the world,” Cas-
key said. “And I’m from Hous-
ton, so that definitely played a 
role in it too.”
At UT, sports are the glue 
that holds the storied history 
together. Although Caskey was 
brought here for this reason, he 
is capitalizing on some other 
fruits it has to offer.
“I’m studying advertising,” 
Caskey said. “I’m in a couple 
of advertising groups that I do 
weekly meetings for and spread 
the word for that.”
Four seasons nearly under his 
belt, and Caskey’s future seems 
as bright as the sun. The path 
is lit, and confidence in his next 
accomplishment looms.
“I think Neil would like to 
medal in two or three events 
at  the Nat ional  Champion-
ships, which would earn him 
All-American status again,” 
Kubik said. “And at this stage 
that’s looking like exactly what 
he will do, and we expect him 
to be standing on that podium 
representing UT and shooting 
up the Hook’ em Horns.”
A winning talent,  att itude 
By Matt Warden
Daily Texan Staff
 Rick Barnes expected J’Covan 
Brown to be the Longhorns’ lead-
ing scorer this season. But the 
coach didn’t envision Brown be-
coming the team’s de facto point 
guard. That duty was supposed to 
rest with Myck Kabongo.
However, Brown is handling 
the ball more now and initiating 
the offense with Kabongo, who 
is struggling to grasp his role as 
floor general. As the third fresh-
man starting point guard in the 
last three years under Barnes, 
Kabongo mixes flashes of bril-
liance with ugly turnovers and 
poor execution.
During the Longhorns’ three-
game losing streak, the Toronto 
native has a team-worst 13 turn-
overs against 24 assists. In six Big 
12 games, Kabongo ranks sixth in 
the league with a 1.85 assist-to-
turnover ratio (37 assists, 20 turn-
overs). Brown is second with 22 
dimes and only eight giveaways, a 
2.75 ratio.
Texas is 2-4 in the Big 12 for the 
first time in 14 years under Barnes 
and UT will need improved point 
guard play if they want to climb 
out of the conference cellar. Iowa 
State visits the Frank Erwin Cen-
ter tonight with the Longhorns 
looking for payback after a road 
loss to the Cyclones on Jan. 4.
In fairness, Kabongo is navi-
gating his first season of college 
hoops and — prior to Saturday’s 
loss to Kansas — was UT’s prima-
ry ball handler, a formula destined 
for a large number of turnovers.
But failure to take care of the 
ball wasn’t all that kept Kabon-
By Austin Laymance
Daily Texan Staff
The No. 7 Baylor Bears be-
gan the season playing at a top-
tier level. They won 17 games 
in a row and looked well on 
their way to being the outright 
frontrunner’s for the confer-
ence crown, until consecutive 
losses to No. 5 Kansas and No. 
2 Missouri derailed that route.  
Baylor head coach Scott Drew 
believes his team’s problems are 
solvable, but it will naturally be 
tough given the conference’s 
surprising strength this year.
“I think offensively we’ve been 
very good in both games,” Drew 
said. “But we have not guard-
ed and rebounded like we have 
previously. But in the Big 12 
you’ve got to give credit to ev-
eryone and I don’t think anyone 
has been able to figure out what 
Missouri is doing offensively.”
Baylor isn’t  a particular-
ly high-scoring team, but the 
Bears run an efficient offense 
based on high percentage shots. 
They shoot the ninth best field 
goal percentage in the nation. 
However, Baylor already ranks 
62nd in rebounding, pulling 
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TWEET OF THE DAY
Before last week, Nneka Enemkpali 
had not started a game for the Lady 
Longhorns. But after an impressive 
showing in her first couple of starts, the 
freshman forward was named Big 12 Co-
Freshman of the Week. Enemkpali scored 
just four points on 2-of-6 shooting in 30 
minutes of last Wednesday’s 62-60 win 
over Iowa State while dropping a season-
high nine points and pulling down eight 
rebounds Saturday in a loss to Oklahoma. 
She shares the accolade with the Sooners’ 
Sharane Campbell, who has earned Big 
12 Freshmen of the Week honors three 
times this season. This marks the second 
time a Longhorns player has been 
recognized by the conference’s weekly 
awards as sophomore guard Chassidy 













Astros considering changing 
team name before move to AL
HOUSTON — New Houston As-
tros owner Jim Crane is considering 
changing the name of the franchise 
as well as its uniforms.
Crane says the team will conduct 
a study to decide whether or not to 
change the name. He says switch-
ing uniforms is something they are 
“highly considering.”
Any changes wouldn’t happen 
until 2013 when Houston makes the 
move from the National League to 
the American League.
Crane’s comments came at an 
event to announce several fan initia-
tives. The biggest move is a five per-
cent rebate on full-season and 27-
game season ticket accounts that are 
renewed by Jan. 31. The cheapest at 
the park will be cut from $7 to $5.
The Astros will also allow fans to 
bring water and a small amount of 
food inside the stadium.
— The Associated Press
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
CASKEY continues on PAGE  9
KABONGO continues on PAGE  9
RATLIFFE continues on PAGE  9
Former national champion 
latest to leave lasting mark 
on Longhorn swim program
8 SPTS
 While the women’s struggles 
have received less attention than 
their male counterparts, Texas 
hasn’t quite lived up to expecta-
tions so far this year.
Slow starts, poor offensive exe-
cution and untimely injuries have 
the Longhorns failing to live up 
to all the preseason hype.
Texas, who was third in the 
Big 12 preseason poll, current-
ly sits at eighth place in the con-
ference standings.
“We talked about the fact that 
the Big 12 is such a war,” said 
head coach Gail Goestenkors, 
who many believe has failed to 
live up to expectations since ar-
riving in Austin in 2007. “We’re 
so evenly balanced through-
out the conference. Many of the 
games are going to come down 
to the wire.”
This year’s Longhorns team 
has had an unusually tough time 
in the first half of games.
Texas has outscored its oppo-
nent in the second frame of three 
of its last four losses, but the first-
half deficits were just too much 
to overcome in each case.
The Longhorns game against 
No. 1 Baylor University on Jan. 
15 was a great example of the 
squad’s early game issues.
Less than seven minutes into 
the game, Baylor had gotten 
out to a 19-point lead and was 
on pace to walk all over the un-
dersized Longhorns. However, 
from that point on, Texas kept 
pace with the Bears and out-
scored the country’s best team, 
30-28, in the second half.
“I am disappointed overall in 
our focus, energy and effort,” 
Goestenkors said. “There is no 
excuse for that. If you are go-
ing to compete against a great 
team, you have to have every-
one show up and play. You have 
to be energized, be focused and 
be conf ident  r ight  f rom the 
opening tip.”
Another area of concern for 
the Longhorns this year has 
been the team’s inability to con-
vert on the offensive end.
Texas ranks no better than 
fifth in any of the 14 offensive 
team statistics measured by the 
Big 12 and finds itself in the 
bottom half of the conference in 
12 of those categories.
Goestenkors and many of the 
team’s upperclassmen are look-
ing to the freshmen to step up 
now that they have had a chance 
to get some experience.
“Usually when you start sec-
ond semester and you’ve had 
a couple of Big 12 games un-
der your belt,” Goestenkors said. 
“That’s when we tell the freshmen 
that they’re no longer freshmen, 
so they need to act like sopho-
mores. I think they have start-
ed to turn the corner on the de-
fensive end. Now I’m expecting 
more from them offensively.”
Although many of the Long-
horns early season wounds have 
been self-inflicted, a couple key 
injuries have also put the team 
behind the eight ball through-
out the year. Sophomore guard 
Chelsea Bass, the team’s lead-
ing scorer off the bench, missed 
a few important games early on 
in the season while sophomore 
post Cokie Reed has missed the 
last three games with a lower 
leg injury.
“Cokie remains day-to-day,” 
Goestenkors said. “We’re hop-
ing to have her as soon as pos-
sible. It would be a big boost 
to us. Either way, we’re ready 
to play.”
8 SPTS
Need to have your  
wisdom teeth removed?
Don’t lace up your skates. 
We have a research study.
Right now, PPD is looking for qualified participants 
for a post-surgical pain relief research study of an  
investigational medication. Surgery for qualified 
study participants will be performed by a board  
certified oral surgeon. Receive up to $500  
upon study completion and the surgery is  
performed at no cost.
     
For information, call  462-0492
Text “PPD” to 48121 to receive study information
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 The final shot and the range of 
emotions that can come with it are 
what people remember looking back 
on games, and lately for Texas, all of 
those last-second memories have 
been painful.
They have lost two straight contests 
in the last minute, botching a handoff 
on the final possession against Kan-
sas State and failing to convert on a 
last second three-pointer on Saturday 
against Kansas.
Both possessions were mishan-
dled in one way or another by Tex-
as, but after the way the offense had 
been playing previously, it was not 
totally unexpected.
Right now, the offense is stagnant. 
Too often the Longhorns will wind 
down the shot clock by passing the 
ball around the perimeter, then give 
it to J’Covan Brown with around 15 
seconds remaining expecting him to 
make a play.
Many times he has delivered in 
those situations. He is the leading 
scorer in the Big 12 at 19.5 points a 
game, and has put a young Texas 
squad on his back on multiple occa-
sions this season.
But the Longhorns’ heavy reliance 
on Brown has its flaws. Often players 
will pass up an open shot to get the 
ball to Brown, and he is not scared to 
take it. He has averaged 27 field goal 
attempts in his last two games while 
shooting a paltry 27.8 percent from 
the field.
The team exemplified this reliance 
on Brown in the last minute of the 
Kansas State game. Freshman point 
guard Myck Kabongo forced a hand-
off to Brown at half court resulting in 
a turnover, costing the team the op-
portunity to win the game.
“J’Covan is a terrific shooter,” Ka-
bongo said. “He is the best player on 
our team, so of course the team is go-
ing to be on him defensively. I should 
have tried to get the ball to him 
through the back door or get him 
open a different way.”
It also seems that at times, Brown 
will feel he has to make a spectac-
ular play despite the double team 
many opponents send his way, in-
stead of taking advantage of it and 
finding the open man. But Brown 
knows his team needs him to put 
the ball in the hoop, so he puts up 
an unwise shot anyway.
However, this idea the team has 
that the whole possession needs to 
run through Brown has to change. 
Not only in the last few minutes of 
the game, but early on as well. The 
Longhorns will often get off to slow 
starts because they throw up jump 
shots from the perimeter instead of 
looking for easy scoring opportuni-
ties in the paint.
This Texas team is small, but they 
can still get the ball inside. Forwards 
like Clint Chapman have the abili-
ty to put the ball in the hoop, as he 
showed in his 15-point performance 
against a strong Kansas front line.
The guards have a role to play in-
side as well. They need to make a 
more conscious effort to drive the 
ball into the lane looking to create, in-
stead of staying on the perimeter and 
settling for jump shots. This issue was 
clear to head coach Rick Barnes dur-
ing the first half of the Kansas game.
“I think the other guys do not re-
alize how hard they need to work to 
get open,” he said. “I told the team at 
halftime that at some time we would 
have to throw the ball inside. Early in 
the game we wanted to run hard and 
post up. I can tell you those guys were 
there, and we never even looked at 
them. Those are the plays we need to 
make. It’s a game plan.”
Moving forward there will have 
to be a change of attitude for this 
team to be successful. The offense 
cannot just revolve around Brown. 
If it doesn’t happen, Texas’ poor of-
fense may cause them to miss the 
NCAA tournament for the first 
time in 14 years.
Texas relying too heavily on leading scorer
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff 
J’Covan Brown fights through a double team Saturday against Kansas. 
The junior guard is shooting 27.8 percent over his last two games.
 Once again, Texas is set to reel 
in one of college football’s finest re-
cruiting classes. Signing day is a lit-
tle over a week away and one of the 
24 high school prospects slated to 
begin their Longhorn career this fall 
Athens High School product Kend-
all Sanders. 
He pledged to play for Okla-
homa State last February before 
switching his commitment to Tex-
as in December, about a week after 
he was offered a scholarship to play 
for the Longhorns. Whether Sand-
ers — who registered two intercep-
tions in the U.S. Army All-Amer-
ican Bowl earlier this month — 
will play wide receiver or defensive 
back is still unknown. 
So many athletes use Twitter 
these days that it is often the best 
way to get to know their person-
alities. We used it to get to know 
the man under the helmet and be-
hind the keyboard in 140 charac-




Daily Texan sports editor here! 
We like to do fun twitter interviews 




What was the single biggest de-
ciding factor that made you decide 
UT?
Kendall Sanders
When they finally OFFERED me 
lol ive always grew up wanting to 
come here
Sameer Bhuchar
Haha alright 1 more serious one 
then we’ll get to fun stuff. I read 
some say you may be a better DB. 
What do u say to them?
Kendall Sanders
They just haven’t seen me on 
the other side yet I think I’ ll 
change their mind when we 
start workouts
Sameer Bhuchar
Good answer! Ok lets shift gears. 
You’ve got three celebrities to be 
stuck with on an island. Who do you 
choose? Why?
Kendall Sanders
Kim Kardashian bc I need some-
thing beautiful to look at then my 
boy Wayne for tunes & I’ll take 
someone smart so wecansurvive
Sameer Bhuchar





youlike Weezy, huh? Favorite 
song? Album? You listen to him b4 
games to pump yourself up?
Kendall Sanders
ohyeah and I’ll have to say The 
whole carter 3 he was so hungry to 
be the best, & The Champ by Nelly 
is the motivationsong
Sameer Bhuchar
Yeah I gotta say I liked Carter 3 




Ok here’s an interesting question..
how old would you be if you didn’t 
know how old you really are?
Kendall Sanders
lol yo that’s like the most strang-
est question know to man lol but I’ll 
be 21 lol
Sameer Bhuchar
Lol yes I know..but I ran across 
it in a philosophy book! And the 
#grassisalwaysgreener i suppose,cuz 
I wish I were 18 again
Sameer Bhuchar
Who are you rooting for in the su-
per bowl this year?
Kendall Sanders
Giants s/o to my boy A. Ross Aka 
AJ #31
Sameer Bhuchar
Final question! What non-football 
thing are you most excited about do-
ing/seeing when you make it to the 
40 Acres?
Kendall Sanders
Meeting new people and just en-
joy my city ATX \m/
Sameer Bhuchar
That’s whats up. It’s been a plea-
sure. Thnx for taking the time out 
and you can check this out online to-
morrow! Have a good 1
Kendall Sanders
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“ ““Those are the plays we need to make. It’s a game 
plan.”
 — Rick Barnes, Texas head coach









vate Bath Short-term 
rental until early May 
in condo on 13th St. for 
FEMALE grad student 
to share kitchen, living 
room with 50 something 
professional woman and 
golden retriever. Pool on 








week! Cash for school/







Paid eGG  
donors
Plus Expenses. N/
Smokers, Ages 18-27, 
SAT>1100, ACT>24, 





ends, late night pick ups, 
clean driving record. 
Must be able to lift 50 
lbs. Northwest. Send re-
sume. 512.293.9686 
internshiP - Public 
Citizen - Texas office, 
a national consumer & 
environmental advocacy 
organization, needs in-
terns. Great experience 
for those who are inter-
ested in health and the 
environment, consumer 
protection or public pol-
icy. Approximately 15-
20 hours per week. The 
semester long, unpaid, 
internship can be used 
for college credit. Send 
cover letter, resume 







sary. Training available. 




Mad Science needs 




dren’s birthday parties. 
Must have dependable 
car and prior experience 
working with groups of 
elementary age children. 
We provide the training 
and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with chil-
dren and are looking to 
work only a few hours 
per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-
1143 or website at www.
madscience.org/austin
tutor Algebra1, Span-
ish1 for 12yr old girl, 6-8 
hrs/week, Pay dep. on 
exp. Pick-up from school 
desired. Email qualifica-




Male/Female All Shapes 





T & TH from 4:30-8:00 
PM. Personal Nanny for 
Special 13 year old girl. 
2222/620 in River Place. 
OBJECTIVE: to work on 
language, self help, & 
recreational skills. Need 
References & Reliable 







1 child - 5 years old in 
78738. $10-$13/hr de-




Boy mwF Pm sweet 
8yo with mentalphysi-
calvisual impairments, 
pickup from school, 
12:30-6 $9hr, reliable 
transportation required. 
Great experience for 
PTOTSpeechSpecEd-
Nursing 512-278-0466 
800 General Help Wanted
studentPay-
outs.Com
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 





ers to coach gymnas-
tics classes. Beginner 
through team levels. 
Part time hours. Jason 
512-259-9995 
875 Medical Study
  x ID 3133863





Become a Shaklee In-
dependent Distributor. 
50 Year old company 
looking for online train-






Peavey mixer $150 RQ 
200 Reference Quality 
Mixer, 6 Studio Quality 
Mic Inputs, 4 Stereo Line 
Inputs, 60 mm Fader, 
used once, no time to 
play 832-573-7372 
Sell Photo/Camera
Canon eos 5d mark 
ii Excellent Condition. 
Original box, includes 2 
batteries.







Regular rate 15 words for 
one day=$12.50/ for one 
week=$42.08/ for two 
weeks=$67.20 & $.50 per 
additional word.
All ads appear online at 
no charge unless you opt 
for enhancements which 
will incur additional 
nominal charges.
875 Medical Study790 Part Time
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

















CALL 512.471.5244 or 
self-service to submit Ad 
at dailytexanonline.com
 x ID 2860257
All Transportation, Announcements, 
Services and Merchandise ads are  
50 percent off regular rates and  
appear online at no additional charge, unless 
you opt for enhancements that will incur 
additional nominal charges. 
For more information or assistance please  










watch weekly for the
super tuesday 
coupons
Classifiedsday, month day, 2008 3B
1
462-0492 • ppdi.com
text “ppd” to 48121 to receive study information
PPD Study
Opportunities
PPD conducts medically supervised research 
studies to help evaluate new investigational 
medications.  PPD has been conducting re-
search studies in Austin for more than 25 
years.  The qualifi cations for each study are 
listed below.  You must be available to remain 
in our facility for all dates listed for a study to 





BMI between 19 and 30
Weigh more than 110 lbs
Thu. 2 Feb. through Sat. 4 Feb.
Thu. 9 Feb. through Sat. 11 Feb.
Thu. 16 Feb. through Sat. 18 Feb.
Thu. 23 Feb. through Sat. 25 Feb. 
Outpatient Visit: 2 Mar.






BMI between 19 and 30
Weigh between 110 and 220
Wed. 8 Feb. through Sun. 12 Feb.






BMI between 18 and 32
Fri. 10 Feb. through Sun. 12 Feb.
Fri. 17 Feb. through Sun. 19 Feb.
Fri. 24 Feb. through Sun. 26 Feb.





BMI between 19 and 29
Mon. 13 Feb. through Sun. 19 Feb.
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AUSTIN, Texas — University 
of Texas regents are considering 
making changes to football coach 
Mack Brown’s contract.
Texas athletic director DeLoss 
Dodds said last month he want-
ed to extend Brown’s current 
contract, which runs through 
2016, by a couple of years to 
help end rumors Brown would 
soon retire.
T h e  re g e nt s  s c h e du l e d  a 
Thursday telephone meeting. 
Brown’s contract is  the only 
agenda item and details were 
not released.
Brown, 60, is one of the high-
est paid coaches in the country 
at $5.2 million per year. Texas 
went 8-5 with a win in the Hol-
iday Bowl in 2011, his 14th sea-
son with the Longhorns. He had 
his first losing season at Texas 
in 2010 when the Longhorns 
finished 5-7.
Brown is 141-39 overall Tex-
as ,  inc luding  a  12-13  mark 
over the last two years in the 
Big 12.
Texas won the 2005 nation-
al championship and played for 
the BCS championship again in 
2009, losing to Alabama.
Gregory Bull |  Associated Press
Texas head coach Mack Brown celebrates following his team’s 21-10 win over Cal in the Holiday Bowl. Brown’s contract could be extended this week.
Board of regents mulling contract extension for Brown
and charisma have made 
Caskey a household name 
amongst fans and friends 
a l ike.  If  swimming ever 
ends ,  C aske y ’s  winning 
ways will never halt.
“Neil  is  a  person who 
cares about others, and a 
person who if you spend 
more than f ive  minutes 
with him you will have a 
friend for life,” Kubik said. 
“Neil is someone who will 
be successful in whatev-
er he chooses to do down 
the line.”
go on the bench against the Jay-
hawks. The rookie played 25 
minutes against KU, well below 
his 30.2 average.
“I didn’t even think he played 
that many,” said Brown, who logs 
over 33 minutes per game.
So why did Barnes move away 
from Kabongo?
“We need to run offense,” said 
Barnes, who hasn’t hesitated to crit-
icize his freshman point guard. “And 
when he left the game, it was probably 
good. I thought he got a little bit upset 
because when he went back he did ex-
actly what he needed to do for us.”
And when Kabongo isn’t running 
the offense to Barnes’ liking, Brown 
becomes the only reliable option. 
Backup point guard Sterling Gibbs 
did not play Saturday. The fresh-
man played himself out of the ro-
tation with two turnovers in three 
total minutes in losses to Missouri 
and Kansas State.
“Even though J’Covan is not go-
ing to push the ball at the pace that 
we would like to go, he does have 
an awareness to get us organized,” 
Barnes said. “We started getting the 
ball reversed, side to side. That’s ex-
perience, obviously, but we’ve got be 
organized coming down the floor. 
That’s what J’Covan did for us.”
But being a point guard is not 
what the Longhorns (12-7) need 
from their leading scorer. Brown 
may take better care of the rock 
than Kabongo, but the ball often 
never left his hands against KU (he 
took 26 shots).
Kabongo will start against the 
Cyclones, but if he fails to execute 
the offensive game plan, Barnes 
won’t hesitate to put the ball in 
Brown’s hands.
“The one thing you want is con-
sistency,” Barnes said. “You want to 
know what you’re going to get.”
For now, the Longhorns just don’t 
know what they’ll get from Kabongo. 
He recorded double-doubles against 
Mizzou and K-State, but disappeared 
against Kansas. Kabongo had five as-
sists and four turnovers against the 
Cyclones (14-5; 4-2 Big 12) in the 
conference opener, a ratio that must 
improve for UT to end its skid.
couldn’t snag nearly that many 
boards in its last two contests.
Missouri’s limited roster not 
an issue
The Tigers, on the other hand, 
have yet to show signs of weak-
ness. Though Missouri has lost 
one game, its offense is play-
ing at such a high level that is 
only getting better, and the Ti-
gers have forward Ricardo Rat-
liffe to thank.
Ratliffe averages almost 15 
points a game and scored a team-
high 27 against Baylor last week-
end. His performance earned him 
Big 12 Player of the Week honors.
“I think the neat thing about 
Ricardo being big guy is that he 
moves well,” Missouri head coach 
Frank Haith said. “A lot of our 
ball screen stuff puts him in dif-
ferent angles. His low post-pres-
ence is still a factor.”
The Tigers like to pound the 
ball through Ratliffe and their 
other bigs, which has some be-
ginning to wonder if the team is 
built to last in the grueling tour-
nament phases of the season. 
There are only seven members 
on the active roster.
“We got to keep our guys fresh, 
but we also have to keep our guys 
on par with what we are doing,” 
Haith said. “It is a process, we 
are focusing on. With only sev-
en guys and the minutes they 
are playing, I think we’ve done a 
good job.”
Kansas State’s confidence peaking
The No. 24 Wildcats are back 
in the national rankings after fall-
ing out of favor with the poll-
sters when they lost to Baylor 
and Oklahoma over a week ago. 
They’ve since rattled off two wins 
against Texas and Oklahoma State, 
and head coach Frank Martin at-
tributes his young team’s reemer-
gence to a change in attitude.
“Our enthusiasm for who we 
are is getting back to where it 
needs to be,” Martin said. “Our 
young kids are starting to get 
that enthusiasm and confidence 
back a little. And that is our job 
as coaches. I think we as coaches 
have done a better job of getting 
those guys back on task.”
That enthusiasm may trans-
late into another easy win over 
Texas Tech tomorrow. The Red 
Raiders have yet to win a con-
ference game, but Martin is not 
overlooking them.
“I don’t see us not getting 
Texas Tech’s best shot,” he said. 
“I watched them play Kansas 
on tape, and Kansas got away 
from them in the second half, 
but that first half was a meat 
grinder of a game. I mean, they 
guarded, they rebounded, they 
attacked Kansas.”
RATLIFFE
continues from PAGE  7
CASKEY
continues from PAGE  7
KABONGO




Defining themselves as “the Mi-
chael Jordan of rock ‘n’ roll,” six-piece 
rabble-rousing rockers Foxy Shazam 
are distinct and distinguishable like 
their basketball counterpart. “We 
want to be the biggest band in the 
world,” wrote lead vocalist Eric Nal-
ly on the band’s website. “We want to 
stand for our generation.” 
The basketball maestro’s influence 
on the group is unquestionable; for 
their self-titled 2010 album, the front 
cover featured Nally and three wom-
en, all sporting number 23 jerseys in 
homage to Jackson. 
The group epitomizes show-
manship in their live performanc-
es: Nally will sometimes hang up-
side-down over rafters, requesting 
cigarettes and lighters from the au-
dience so that he can smoke mo-
mentarily, only to swallow the cig-
arettes shortly after; co-vocalist/
trumpeter Alex Nauth sways back 
and forth, throwing his trumpet 
in the air and catching it with ab-
solute grace; bassist Daisy Ca-
plan, guitarist Loren Turner and 
pianist Sky White only add to the 
group’s cacophony, with White 
maniacally stomping on his key-
board while Turner and Caplan 
provide unrelenting rock riffs; 
and lastly, there is drummer Aar-
on McVeigh, the locomotive that 
keeps this rock ‘n’ roll train from 
having a catastrophic conclusion.
It’s a lot to take in, but it’s this 
larger-than-life persona, in ad-
dition to their always-evolving 
sound, that has contributed to the 
band’s gradual success. Return-
ing with their fourth album, The 
Church of Rock and Roll, Foxy 
Shazam hopes to convert and bap-
tize non-believers by proving one 
thing: they are the future of rock 
‘n’ roll. Having started off as post-
hardcore, the band has exchanged 
their discordant, heavy begin-
nings for something much more 
melodic and memorable.
The pearly gates of Shazam’s 
church opens with “Welcome to 
the Church of Rock and Roll,” an 
ode to arena rock anthems with its 
pounding drums and Queen-like 
bravado. “You’re all suckers, a flock 
of sheep, I’ll be your shepherd, fol-
low me,” Nally confidently sings, 
the band’s extraordinary sound 
powerful and welcoming.
“I Like It,” the first single from 
the album, oozes with sex appeal. 
Any doubt of that can be put to rest 
by the song’s chorus: “That’s the big-
gest black ass I’ve ever seen,” Nally 
sings, his declaration backed by the 
resounding cry, “and I like it!” 
“Wasted Feelings” shows Nally 
channeling his inner Prince, his fal-
setto effortless and sensual. Turner 
explodes towards the end with a 
powerful guitar solo, before doing 
a guitar-vocalist duet that is remi-
niscent of Guns N’ Roses’ Slash and 
Axl Rose.
The Church of Rock and Roll is a 
celebration: A celebration of change, 
progress and success, all of which is 
evident in comparison to their past 
releases. Church is never dull; each 
song serves a purpose to the album, 
revealing the band’s growth as musi-
cians. Past albums such as The Fla-
mingo Trigger and Introducing could 
never find a balance, resulting in al-
bums that had no real resonance. 
Church shows the band keeping 
the good and getting rid of the bad, 
without losing their mystique.
Sure, there are not any of those 
definitive half-scream, half-yelp 
screeches that first introduced us 
to Nally, or the finger-pounding 
keys that proved that White is one 
of rock’s underrated pianists, but 
the growth of the band is appar-
ent. In changing their sound, Foxy 
Shazam have finally found a medi-
um in which they can still be as raw 
as they want, while creating infec-
tiously catchy tunes.
Cloud Nothings would have fit in 
perfectly during the 1990s alternative 
rock scene. With their aggressive yet 
melodic guitar riffs and angry, half-
sung, half-spoken vocals that are, at 
times, indecipherable, Cloud Noth-
ings have a sense of nostalgia about 
them. From their debut album Turn-
ing On, to their latest release, Attack 
on Memory, the band has shown a 
knack for creating heavy riffs and 
catchy melodies. 
Cloud Nothings, once a grit-
ty, lo-fi band, has since become a 
full group since its inception in the 
basement of lead singer and gui-
tarist Dylan Baldi’s home in 2009. 
Baldi, whose self-made, prema-
ture recordings made up Cloud 
Nothings’ first two releases, would 
soon find an underground fol-
lowing, foreshadowing the song-
writer’s inevitable rise to indie 
rock popularity.
Now, Baldi is more refined: The 
days of recording in his basement 
are a thing of the past, and now, 
with the help of acclaimed Nirvana 
and Pixies producer Steve Albini, 
his latest release, Attack on Memory, 
is an impressive work of memorable 
hooks and unrelenting energy.
Album opener “No Future/No 
Past,” sounds like the result of a 
non-stop In Utero listening party. 
An eerie discordance silently looms 
behind Baldi’s monotonous deliv-
ery — his voice half-singing, half-
mumbling as the intensity grows 
with every guttural crescendo. 
“Fall In” one of the album’s me-
lodic gems, begins with soothing 
harmonies before being bombard-
ed by punchy guitar riffs and explo-
sive cymbals.
“Separation” is reminiscent of 
the old songs of At the Drive-
In; it begins with an intimidating 
forcefulness that grows into a cat-
astrophic ball of sound, keeping 
you on edge until the music dwin-
dles into silence. It is songs like 
these that show the band’s poten-
tial. Although they are reminiscent 
of groups that came before them, 
Cloud Nothings manages to create 
their own sound, retaining the dis-
torted, gritty beginnings that first 
captivated listeners.
Where the band finds prob-
lems is in their lack of cohesive-
ness and reliance on repetition. 
Sometimes this repetition is ben-
eficial: for example, “No Future/
No Past” rides on the same chords 
for some time, but redeems it-
self with a barrage of crescendo-
ing guitars and drums that add to 
the song’s mysterious atmosphere, 
the transitions heavy and power-
ful. At other times, it is completely 
detrimental. “Wasted Days,” an al-
most nine-minute epic, becomes 
a challenge to listen to after the 
four-minute mark. It fails to gain 
any momentum, and the lack of 
dynamics and cohesiveness be-
tween transitions make the song 
feel much longer than it is. 
Unlike Sonic Youth, who could 
go on eight-minute long escapades 
that remain captivating from be-
ginning to end, Cloud Nothings 
cannot do the same. Sonic Youth’s 
“Teenage Riot” is definitive be-
cause, regardless of its seven-min-
ute mark, the song ascends and de-
scends flawlessly with intensity, 
each idea allowed to grow and ex-
pand before moving on. Unfortu-
nately, “Wasted Days” does nothing 
like that. The ideas are there, but 
towards the end it becomes a slug-
gish journey that becomes difficult 
to get through.
Another issue is Baldi’s vocal 
delivery, which can also go both 
ways. The monotonous, screech-
to-yelp-to-groan technique can be 
distracting at times. This happens 
in “No Sentiment,” where the lead 
singer’s raspy vocals result in an 
off-pitch delivery that takes away 
from the song. Baldi tries to em-
ulate Kurt Cobain, only to sound 
like a dying animal. Yet, there are 
songs like “Cut You,” where Bal-
di’s delivery makes the song that 
much more enthralling. “I need 
something I can hurt,” Baldi sings 
desperately, the dissonance in his 
voice discomforting.
Attack on Memory is an impres-
sive and noteworthy release from 
the group. The band presents itself 
with a level of confidence that dis-
tinguishes it from its 1990s coun-
terparts. There is still room for im-
provement, but considering that 
the album retains those pop sen-
sibilities and dread-filled melod-
ic hooks that first introduced us to 
Cloud Nothings, there is plenty of 
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Fans of a musician Mauro 
Remeddi looked forward to a solid 
full-length album to follow up sin-
gles, EPs and solo project Porcelain 
Raft. After Remeddi’s first EP, Gone 
Blind, audiences had high hopes 
for his LP, Strange Weekend. But in-
stead of the anticipated ethereal de-
light present in his previous work, 
the mechanized dream pop LP falls 
short of impressive. 
A man of many musical endeav-
ors, Remiddi has written music for 
Italian film scores, traveled as a gyp-
sy musician playing klezmer mu-
sic with a youth circus from Berlin, 
played piano for tap performances 
off-Broadway and was a part of the 
indie-pop duo Sunny Day Sets Fire. 
Perhaps Strange Weekend proves 
that bouncing around from genre 
to genre may not be the best idea if 
you want to release a fresh and syn-
thetic psych-wave album.
A change of pace seems appro-
priate in the midst of stretched-out 
guitar loops, keyboard and syn-
thesizer. But this is where Strange 
Weekend falters. Instead, Remid-
di cakes his compressed and shrill 
vocals on top of conventional lo-fi 
arrangements, and gives in to his 
urge to use a disparate and layered 
falsetto. It’s as though the musician 
tries to cover up his strained vocals 
with prerecorded loops of his own 
echoey “ooohs” and “ahhhs,” but 
the constant reverb proves ineffec-
tive. In “Backwords,” Remiddi’s vo-
cals become cheesy, with the same 
vacuous laptop samples we’ve heard 
before from artists like Blood Dia-
monds and Youth Lagoon.
Repetitious distortion at the end 
of various songs detracts from orig-
inality, as listeners seem to expe-
rience the same song 10 different 
times. The opening song, “Drift-
ing In and Out,” brings the notion 
of meandering to mind. It’s easy to 
detract from Remiddi’s “hooks” as 
they distance the audience with the 
same chords of monotonous strum-
ming, ongoing bell chimes and 
drum sequences synonymous with 
one another. 
Remiddi’s focus presents the sti-
fled feeling that his vision is over-
ly narrow as he compensates for 
his lack of meaning with repetition. 
Droning samples are easily tuned 
out. Within the mediocrity Porce-
lain Raft creates, it’s difficult to tell 
what makes Strange Weekend so 
strange after all. 
Porcelain Raft’s debut album 
disappoints after dreamy EPs
Cloud Nothings aim to capture grunge, alternative ‘90s sound





































For those who like:  
M83, Blood Diamond
Web: porcelainraft.com
Photo courtesy of Porcelain Raft 
indie electro-pop musician, Porcelain raft a.k.a. Mauro remiddi, releases 
his first lP, Strange Weekend. 
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Yesterday’s solution
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
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 For every movie, documen-
tary and foreign film buff, the 
start of the new year stands 
as a reminder that the Acad-
emy Awards are right around 
the corner. With award nomi-
nees revealed each January, it’s 
no surprise that award-winning 
actress Meryl Streep is a lead-
ing contender in the Best Ac-
tress category for her portray-
al of Margaret Thatcher in “The 
Iron Lady.” Her commitment to 
the art of acting and her abili-
ty to completely transform into 
a wide variety of characters 
has guaranteed her a near-an-
nual nomination since 1978. If 
awarded, this would be the first 
Oscar she takes home since her 
leading role in “Sophie’s Choice” 
in 1982. 
Holding the most Oscar 
nominations of any actress in 
history, sixteen as of this year, 
Streep’s performance as the for-
mer British prime minister is 
one of conviction, specifici-
ty and absolute physical trans-
formation. After 30 years since 
she last won the award, will this 
be the role that wins her the 
next Oscar? 
Streep has been known to ef-
fectively become her characters, 
ranging from the rambunc-
tious, jolly and high-pitched 
French chef Julia Child in “Ju-
lie and Julia” (2009), to the icy, 
fiercely fashionable and quick-
witted editor-in-chief Miran-
da Priestly in “The Devil Wears 
Prada” (2006); from a Catho-
lic nun with a grievance against 
a priest (“Doubt”), to a mod-
ern version of Virgina Woolf ’s 
Mrs. Dalloway (“The Hours”). 
Streep’s extensive training 
in her art is evident in the 
dramatic changes she makes for 
each individual role. Though 
some of her characters may 
seem out of the ordinary at face 
value, it is through her mo-
ment-to-moment characteriza-
tions, mannerisms and full-em-
bodied physicality that she real-
izes a humanistic performance.
The film, shown through the 
lens of an elderly and nostalgic 
Margaret Thatcher, tells the sto-
ry of her rise and fall in Brit-
ish parliament through a series 
of flashbacks as she packs away 
her late husband’s belongings. 
Struggling with early signs of 
dementia, each object she stores 
sparks a memory from differ-
ent moments in her life, and 
Streep’s portrayal of Thatch-
er bounces between the for-
mer prime minister’s past and 
present life.
Margaret Thatcher, the first fe-
male British prime minister with 
the longest-serving term of the 
20th century, was widely known 
for her strict conservative pol-
icies, compelling speeches and 
harsh rhetoric against the Sovi-
et Union. It is through her con-
victions, persistence in creating 
change and push for a self-suffi-
cient lifestyle that the prime min-
ister earned the nickname “the 
Iron Lady.” Although prosthet-
ics and extensive film makeup 
were used to assist her transfor-
mation into an older Thatcher, 
Streep’s physicality, subtle char-
acter choices and commitment 
to Thatcher’s driven, passion-
ate personality separate her from 
other nominees. 
Written as a sympathet-
ic portrayal of a prime minis-
ter who was not always well-
liked by the public, the film has 
garnered mixed reviews. Many 
critics said the film lacks the 
range to portray Thatcher’s sto-
ry beyond the drama and pa-
thos of her personal life, which 
limited the film. Despite the 
harsh criticism surrounding 
the film, Streep is praised in re-
views for her brilliance as an 
actress and the totality of her 
transformation. Streep’s por-
trayal is so spot-on that com-
paring video clips of Margaret 
Thatcher to the film render the 
two nearly indistinguishable. 
This type of transformative 
role is not an unusual contend-
er for the Oscar. Actresses play-
ing famous women throughout 
history are commonly seen in 
the Best Actress category. Oth-
er actresses nominated for his-
torical portrayls include Salma 
Hayek as Mexican painter Frida 
Kahlo in “Frida,” Helen Mirren 
as Queen Elizabeth II in “The 
Queen” and Charlize Theron as 
the serial killer Aileen Wuor-
nos in “Monster.” Although the 
majority of these women un-
dertake complete transforma-
tions to do justice to their real-
life characters, Streep’s Margaret 
Thatcher has authenticity that 
sets a new bar. 
Already having won a Gold-
en Globe for Best Actress in a 
Motion Picture Drama for “The 
Iron Lady,” as well as holding a 
nomination in the same catego-
ry for the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards, Streep is a critic favor-
ite for the Oscar, and it seems 
that an Oscar win is almost in-
evitable — after all, 16th time’s 
the charm.
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 It’s sometimes difficult to wade 
through the massive amounts of live 
music that Austin hosts on a daily 
basis. To help illuminate your best 
bets for local live music, here are our 
picks for the best local indie music 
events happening this week. 
The Sweet Nuthin at Hole In 
the Wall
Velvet Underground fans rejoice: 
although Lou Reed’s recent out-
put has let down more than a few 
followers, Austin locals The Sweet 
Nuthin are the latest band to pledge 
allegiance to The Velvet Under-
ground’s legacy of crafting heartfelt 
Americana with a rock ‘n’ roll edge. 
As a bonus, they’re playing right 
next door to UT. Before you reach 
for your earplugs, I should note that 
front man Evan Charles and compa-
ny have mostly eschewed the son-
ic experimentalism of The Velvet 
Underground’s white-noise romps 
like “White Light/White Heat” and 
“Heroin,” showing a preference for 
their heroes’ softer, folksier cuts 
— the late-era classic “Oh! Sweet 
Nuthin’” comes to mind. Also au-
dible in The Sweet Nuthins sound 
is the influence of a half century of 
electric-country songsmiths, from 
legends like Neil Young to indie ine-
briate Ryan Adams.
But The Sweet Nuthin have got 
more going for them than tastefully 
packed iPods and twangy tradition-
alism. In the killer chorus of “Back 
Home to Me,” to take one example, 
guitarist Colin Peters rips a non-dia-
tonic riff that sounds somewhere in 
between The Rolling Stones’ Let it 
Bleed and Pixies’ Surfer Rosa, while 
Chris Ritchie’s melodic bass lines 
lock in with a beat from Z Lynch 
that’s so laid back you start to won-
der how the band manages to keep 
time. Yet keep time they do, and atop 
the barely-controlled bluesy chaos is 
the tuneful hollering of a front man 
who’s enough of a music historian 
to know even the hardest of rock-
ers sometimes have to show a little 
sweetness.
The Kills at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q
Chain-smoking indie rockers The 
Kills bring their garage-rock mini-
malism to Stubbs Bar-B-Q Wednes-
day. Last year, after lead singer Ali-
son Mosshart finished touring with 
her supergroup side-project The 
Dead Weather, the band released 
their fourth studio effort, Blood 
Pressures, to commercial and crit-
ical success in the U.S. and their 
native U.K.
While the new tunes don’t stray 
too far from the garage-rock-plus-
drum-machine formula used in 
their earlier recordings, this time 
around the grooves are bigger, and 
the guitars are grittier. It’s difficult 
not to hear echoes of Mosshart’s fel-
low Dead Weatherman Jack White 
in The Kills’ recent riffage, but don’t 
write them off as an ersatz White 
Stripes (the undeserved fate of most 
boy-girl indie-rock duos since The 
White Stripes’ White Blood Cells). 
Over the last 12 years, Mosshart and 
guitarist James Hince have forged 
a sound that’s part blues, part elec-
tronic and all their own. Add in the 
pair’s undeniable chemistry and un-
forgettable stage presence, and you 
have yourself a must-see show for 
any fan of sex-soaked Brit-rock.
The Gourds at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q
Country meets quirky in the mu-
sic of Austin favorites, The Gourds. 
The local alternative-country rock-
ers, who last year released their 10th 
studio album, Old Mad Joy, are per-
haps best known for their glorious-
ly twangy take on Snoop Dogg’s G-
funk classic “Gin and Juice.” But 
the song’s unexpected popularity 
has been somewhat of a curse for 
the band, who have always spent 
most of their time working up orig-
inal material. To their chagrin, not 
a concert goes by without repeated 
requests for “Gin and Juice,” usually 
coming from the more casual fans in 
the audience. It’s not hard to imag-
ine how the song’s novelty might 
wear off. “We just can’t do [Gin 
and Juice] anymore without throw-
ing up in our mouths a little bit,” ad-
mitted front man Kevin “Shinyribs” 
Russell in a chat with fans on 
Yahoo! Groups.
Nevertheless, The Gourds’ hard 
work over the last 18 years has earned 
them a devoted hometown follow-
ing, and their shows are guaranteed 
to be a good time for long-time fol-
lowers and country neophytes alike. 
Just use your better judgment before 
requesting any ‘90s gangsta rap.
WHAT: The Sweet Nuthin
WITH: The Space Crazies, Cory 
Cross
WHERE: Hole In the Wall
WHEN: Doors at 9 p.m. tonight
COST: Free (21+ only) 
WHAT: The Kills
WITH: Jeff the Brotherhood, 
Hunters
WHERE: Stubb’s Bar-B-Q






WHEN: Doors at 8 p.m. Friday,
COST: $15-25
Streeps’ performance as Margaret Thatcher deserves Oscar
Local artists please old fans, new audiences
By Daniel Munoz
Daily Texan Staff
 With a watercolor painted al-
bum cover by Joe Sorren evoking 
early Joni Mitchell, one could be 
forgiven for thinking that Ingrid 
Michaelson’s latest album, Human 
Again, might be an artistic for-
ay into experimentalism. While 
that might have been interesting, 
it’s not what the disc provides. 
Michaelson has crafted an album 
of unapologetic pop, with polished 
production by David Kahne that 
provides full instrumental sup-
port to her soft voice and catchy 
choruses. It’s good stuff — very 
good, in fact — but it suggests 
an artist who’s capable of more: 
skating by with an easy A while 
the rest of the class struggles to 
keep up.
There are plenty of highlights 
here. No doubt, the best track on 
the album is “Ghost,” a breakup 
song that’s heartbreaking with-
out being too slow and builds to 
an impressive chorus. “How We 
Love” is soft and bittersweet, ex-
ploring similar themes of heart-
break from a third person point of 
view, with Michaelson’s voice feel-
ing particularly delicate, almost 
like a child’s. “Black and Blue,” one 
of the more upbeat tracks, doesn’t 
let the positive feel get in the way 
of the not-quite-so-optimistic lyr-
ics. However, there isn’t a dull 
track on the disc, even if some 
stand out more than others.
This is as solid an album as one 
can make in the indie female sing-
er-songwriter genre. However, it 
almost feels a bit too safe, as if Mi-
chaelson knows her strengths and 
weaknesses and is trying to ex-
ploit the former rather than chal-
lenge herself to tackle to latter. She 
knows how to construct a song 
and to choose where to place the 
slower ones alongside more up-
beat ones on the album, but they 
all fit comfortably in a narrow 
range of been-there-before.
The next logical step for Mi-
chaelson is for her to tread into 
the deep end of the pool, where 
there’s some danger of failure. 
She uses quite a bit of repetition 
on this album and it’s effective — 
it helps make the songs catchier 
and more memorable — but even 
though she uses it well, it’s a cheap 
device. Of course you’re going to 
remember the title of the song if 
it’s repeated two dozen times be-
fore the track fades out. She’s mas-
tered that trick, and now it’s time 
to learn a new one.
Human Again is a superb col-
lection of songs about heartbreak 
with catchy courses and intro-
spective lyrics, and it’s well worth 
checking out for fans of the genre. 
However, one senses that Mi-
chaelson can deliver even more 
than what she’s provided with her 
latest release. This, along with her 
other work, proves she’s a talent to 
be reckoned with, but the exper-
imentalism suggested by the cov-
er of the album is something she 
could explore next time around.
By Robert Starr
Daily Texan Staff





For those who like: 
Sarah Bareilles, A Fine Frenzy, Feist
Website: www.ingridmichaelson.com/
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INSIDE: More Tunesday 
album reviews on page 10
